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Safe Places
to Leave your Baby

Having a baby can bring great joy,
excitement and love into a parent’s life.
Raising a child can be stressful and difficult
for some parents to manage.

If for any reason you feel you cannot parent
your child, there are safe places where you
can leave your baby. Safe places will take
your baby with open arms, no questions
asked. These secure places will make sure
your baby receives the care and protection
he or she deserves.

A state law in South Dakota allows you to
voluntarily leave your baby with a hospital
or child placement agency if your child is
less than 60 days old. Leaving your baby
with one of these places is not a crime as
long as your child has not been harmed.

You can leave your baby with:
- hospitals or clinics
- law enforcement officers
- licensed child placement agencies
- the Department of Social Services
- emergency medical technicians

- firefighters

You may be asked for pertinent medical
information relating to your baby’s medical
history. However, you will not be required
to provide any information, including your
name or the other parent’s name.

Your Parental Rights
Will Be Terminated

If you don’t express your intent to return
for your baby, your parental rights to your
child will be terminated after 14 days. Your
baby will then become a ward of the state
or the licensed child placement agency.
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The place where
you leave your
baby must notify
the Department
of Social
Services (DSS)
that it has your
child. DSS cannot attempt to identify,
contact or investigate you unless it appears
your child has been harmed. DSS or the
child placement agency will take custody
and care for your baby.

Your baby’s mother or father has a right to
file for custody after you have given him or
her up. To gain custody, the other parent
has 30 days to prove he or she is the parent
of your baby and that he or she did not
consent to giving up the child’s custody.

If the other parent doesn’t come forward
and 60 days have passed, a circuit court
hearing will be held to terminate your
parental rights. This means you will no
longer have any rights to your baby.

* For more information on this law, see
SDCL 25-5A-27 through 25-5A-35. If
applicable, the Indian Child Welfare Act
must be followed.
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Safe Places to
Consider:
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You can leave your baby at any Social Services office. Contact the South Dakota S AFE I—]AV E:NS

Department of Social Services

1

for more information:

m
Address: 700 Governors Drive SO“th DakOta

Pierre, SD 57501-2291
Phone: 605-773-3227
Email: CPS@state.sd.us
Web:  www.dss.sd.gov
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DSS Nondiscrimination Policy:

It is the policy of the Department of Social Services (DSS)
to make sure that applications for program benefits and
services are made available to everyone and that program
benefits are granted to all who meet eligibility standards.

DSS staff, programs and policies must not discriminate Secure Places tO

against clients or applicants for services because of race,

color, sex, age, disability, religion and national origin. L B b

DSS must also provide fair and equal access to all of its eave your a, y,
programs and services for people with disabilities; this N

includes both physical access to buildings and access to |\| t Ask d
programs and services. To file a complaint of O ues ]-OI]-S e °
discrimination write: DSS Division of Legal Services, 700

Governors Drive, Pierre, SD 57501-2291 or call: (605)

773-3305. If you have a question regarding program
services, please contact your nearest DSS office.
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